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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR DRINKING
CONTAINER COVER

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application is a continuation in part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/354,230, filed Jan. 19, 2012 (titled
“Drinking Container Cover Apparatus”), which claims pri-
ority to U.S. Provisional Application 61/435,081, filed Jan.
21, 2011. Each of the two above-listed applications are
hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.
The benefit of priority is claimed under the appropriate legal
basis including, without limitation, under 35 U.S.C. § 119

(e)
BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Technical Field

The embodiments of the present disclosure relate to
protective covers for beverage containers, more particularly,
to disposable, protective covers that can be applied over the
rim of a glass to cover the opening of a glass.

SUMMARY OF SOME EXEMPLIFYING
EMBODIMENTS

Some of the disposable, protective drink covers disclosed
herein are configured to provide a protective cover to
glasses, cups, bottles, and other beverage containers or other
containers (collectively referred to throughout this disclo-
sure as “glass” or “glasses”, whether or not the container is
made out of glass, plastic, metal, or other material), to
protect the contents of the glass from outside contamination.
Such covers can prevent inadvertent or unwanted contami-
nation of the contents of the glass. The contaminant can be
drugs, dirt, insects, or other unwanted objects. Providing
such protective covers from outside contamination can
lessen liability to servers or providers of beverages within,
for example and without limitation, the hospitality service
industry, more specifically, bars, clubs and lounges. Any
embodiments of the protective drink cover disclosed herein
can be sized and configured to fit all service industry
glassware and drinkware used today. With the protective
cover, all users can protect their beverage while freely
enjoying the nightlife (dancing, shooting pool, throwing
darts, swimming, etc.), without concern for contamination of
their beverage.

In an example embodiment, with one light press by a user,
the cup cover can mold around the rim of the glass, securing
the contents of the glass from unwanted contaminants,
thereby giving the user security from worry. Other embodi-
ments may need more than one light press to conform the
cup cover to the glass. In any embodiments disclosed herein,
a precut straw perforation can be formed in the cup cover to
allow a straw to be easily passed through the cup cover.

Some embodiments disclosed herein relate to a cover for
protecting the contents of a drinking container from
unwanted contamination. The cover can have a first surface
and a second surface opposing the first surface and a
plurality of approximately concentrically arranged circular
shaped markings or indentations formed in the first surface,
or perforations formed through the first surface and extend-
ing to the second surface. Any embodiments of the cover
disclosed herein can alternatively or additionally have a
plurality of outward markings formed in the first surface, or
outward perforations extending generally from a middle
portion of the cover toward a peripheral edge of the cover.
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The outward perforations can comprise one or more perfo-
rated lines or curves formed through the first surface and
extending to the second surface. The cover can have any
suitable shape, including an approximately circular shape.

Some embodiments disclosed herein relate to a cup cover
for protecting the contents of a glass, comprising a first
surface and a second surface opposing the first surface and
a plurality of circular shaped perforations formed through at
least the first surface. In some arrangements, the circular
shaped perforations can be approximately concentrically
arranged. Additionally, the circular shaped perforations can
be configured to facilitate the folding of the cup cover over
the rim of a glass.

Some embodiments disclosed herein relate to a method of
protecting a glass from outside contamination, comprising
positioning a cup cover over the rim of a glass such that a
circular shaped perforation is approximately aligned with
the rim of the glass; and folding the cup cover over the rim
of the glass such that a peripheral portion of the cup cover
is in contact with the sides of the glass.

Some embodiments disclosed herein are directed to a
cover for protecting the contents of a drinking container
from unwanted contamination, comprising a cover member.
In any arrangements or embodiments disclosed herein, the
cover member can have a first surface and a second surface
opposing the first surface, a middle portion and a peripheral
edge, the peripheral edge defining an outer boundary of the
cover member, a plurality of approximately concentrically
arranged circular shaped indentations formed through the
first surface and extending toward the second surface, and a
plurality of preformed creases formed in the cover member
extending outwardly from the middle portion of the cover
member toward the peripheral edge of the cover member.
The plurality of preformed creases can be configured to
assist in a wrapping of at least a peripheral portion of the
cover member around a side wall portion of the drinking
container.

In any arrangements or embodiments disclosed herein, the
circular shaped indentations can be configured to facilitate
folding of the cover member over a rim of a glass. Addi-
tionally, in any arrangements or embodiments disclosed
herein, the substrate of the cover member can be from
entirely from paper, can be formed mostly from paper, or can
comprise paper. For example, without limitation, any
embodiments or arrangements of the cover or cover member
disclosed herein can have a paper substrate extending from
the center of the cover member to the peripheral edge of the
cover member.

In any arrangements or embodiments disclosed herein, the
cover member can be moveable between a first state in
which the cover member is substantially planar and a second
state in which at least the peripheral portion of the cover
member is wrapped around the side wall portion of the
drinking container. For example, the cover member can be
used as a coaster placed under the drinking container when
the cover member is in the first configuration.

Any arrangements or embodiments of the cover or cover
member disclosed herein can have a first group of creases
formed during manufacturing operations in a first portion of
the cover member and a second group of creases formed
during manufacturing operations in a second portion of the
cover member, wherein the second location is different than
the first location. The first group of creases can have a
plurality of curved and/or linear creases. The second group
of creases can have a plurality of curved and/or linear
creases. And, the plurality of curved and/or linear creases of
the first group of creases can have the same shape and
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arrangement as the plurality of curved and/or linear creases
of the second group of creases. Additionally, in any embodi-
ments disclosed herein, the cup cover or cover member can
have three or more approximately concentrically arranged
circular shaped indentations. Any embodiments of the cup
cover disclosed herein can also have a plurality of circular
shaped markings formed on the first surface, the plurality of
circular shaped markings being approximately aligned with
the plurality of circular shaped indentations.

Some embodiments disclosed herein are directed to a cup
cover for protecting the contents of a glass, comprising a
cover element, wherein the cover element can have a first
surface and a second surface opposing the first surface, a
plurality of circular shaped indentations formed in at least
the first surface, and one or more creases extending gener-
ally from a middle portion of the cover element toward at
least one peripheral edge of the cover element. The at least
one peripheral edge can define an outer boundary of the
cover element.

In any embodiments disclosed herein, the circular shaped
indentations can be approximately concentrically arranged.
The circular shaped indentations can be configured to facili-
tate folding of the cup cover at the location of the indenta-
tions over a rim of a glass. As mentioned above, in any
embodiments disclosed herein, the cover element can be
formed from paper from the middle portion of the cover
element extending to the at least one peripheral edge of the
cover element. Any embodiments of the cover element
disclosed herein can be configured to be moveable between
a first state in which the cover element is substantially planar
and a second state in which at least the peripheral edge of the
cover element is wrapped around the side wall portion of the
drinking container. The cup cover can have three or more
approximately concentrically arranged circular shaped
indentations.

Any embodiment of the cup cover can comprise a plu-
rality of circular shaped markings formed on the first surface
of the cover element. The plurality of circular shaped
markings can be approximately aligned with the plurality of
circular shaped indentations. Additionally, any of the
embodiments of the cup cover or cover member disclosed
herein can have one or more slits formed through at least the
first surface of the cover element or cover member. Though
not required, the one or more slits can be positioned in a
middle portion of the cover element and being sized to allow
a drinking straw to pass therethrough.

Any of the cup members or elements disclosed herein can
have a first group of curved and/or linear creases and/or
perforations formed at a first location of the cover element
and a second group of curved and/or linear creases and/or
perforations formed at a second location of the cover ele-
ment, wherein the second location is at a circumferentially
different position than the first location. The curved and/or
linear creases and/or perforations of the first group can have
the approximately same shape and arrangement as the
curved and/or linear creases and/or perforations of the
second group.

Additionally, though not required, any of the cover mem-
ber or cover embodiments disclosed herein can have addi-
tional features and substances to increase the adherence or
cling of the cover member to the drinking container. For
example and without limitation, any embodiments disclosed
herein can have a coating of adhesive on a second or inside
surface of the cover element configured to removable adhere
to an outside surface of the drinking container. The adhesive
can be water soluble and easily washed away from the
drinking container after use.
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Any of the cup cover or cover member embodiments
disclosed herein can have text, printing, or other markings of
any kind formed on the cup cover or cover member. This can
include, for example and without limitation, instructions on
how to use the cover member, advertising or promotional
messaging, markings to assist a user on where to position a
user’s fingers or hand on the cover member during use,
and/or markings to assist a user on where to position the
cover member relative to the drinking container during
usage.

Some arrangements or embodiments disclosed herein are
directed to a method of protecting a glass from outside
contamination, comprising positioning any embodiment of
the cup cover or cover member over a rim of a glass such
that one of the circular shaped indentations is approximately
aligned with the rim of the glass, and folding the cup cover
over the rim of the glass such that a peripheral portion of the
cup cover is in contact with the sides of the glass. Folding
the cup cover over the rim of the glass such that a peripheral
portion of the cup cover is in contact with the sides of the
glass can comprise folding the cup cover along outward
indentations extending from a middle portion of the cover
member toward a peripheral edge of the cover member. The
outward indentations can be, but are not required to be,
approximately linear.

Any embodiments disclosed herein can have one or a
plurality of straight creases each extending in a radial
direction from the middle portion of the cover member to the
peripheral edge of the cover member. At least a portion of
the middle portion of the cover member can be generally
flat. Any of the cup cover or cover member embodiments
disclosed herein can have an approximately square shape.
Additionally, any of the cup cover or cover member embodi-
ments disclosed herein can be configured to be used inter-
changeably as a drinking container cover and as a coaster for
positioning under the drinking container.

Some embodiments are directed to a cup cover for pro-
tecting the contents of a glass, comprising a cover element
that can have a first surface and a second surface opposing
the first surface, a first circular shaped indentation formed in
at least the first surface, the first circular shaped indentation
having a size that is approximately the same as a size of a
rim of a glass that the cup cover is collapsible over, a second
circular shaped indentation formed in at least the first
surface, the second circular shaped indentation being
approximately concentric with the first circular shaped
indentation and concentric to the first circular shaped inden-
tation, and one or more creases extending from at least the
first circular shaped indentation toward at least one periph-
eral edge of the cover element. The circular shaped inden-
tations can be configured to facilitate the collapsing of the
cup cover at the location of the indentations over the rim of
the glass. The cover element can be configured to be
moveable between a first state in which the cover element is
substantially planar and a second state in which at least the
peripheral edge of the cover element is wrapped around the
side wall portion of the drinking container.

Some embodiments can be directed to one or more of the
following arrangements, or any combinations there.

Arrangement 1: A cover for protecting the contents of a
drinking container from unwanted contamination, compris-
ing:

a main body portion having a first surface and a second

surface, the second surface opposing the first surface;

a first flap portion coupled with the main body portion;

and
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a second flap portion coupled with the main body portion;

wherein:

the main body portion has an outer perimeter that is at
least as big as an outer perimeter of a rim of the
drinking container;

the first flap portion is coupled with the main body
portion such that the first flap portion is movable
relative to the main body portion from a first position
in which the first flap portion is generally parallel
with and adjacent to the second surface of the main
body portion to a second position in which the first
flap portion extends at an angle away from the
second surface of the main body portion;

the second flap portion is coupled with the main body
portion such that the second flap portion is movable
relative to the main body portion from a first position
in which the second flap portion is generally parallel
with and adjacent to the second surface of the main
body portion to a second position in which the
second flap portion extends at an angle away from
the second surface of the main body portion; and

when the first and second flap portions are both moved
to the second position, the first and second flap
portions are configured to surround at least a portion
of an outside surface of the drinking container adja-
cent to the opening so as to secure the cover to the
drinking container to cover the opening of the drink-
ing container.

The cover of Arrangement 1, wherein the cover member
is configured such that moving the first flap portion from the
first position to the second position will cause a ridge to be
formed in the first flap portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover member is configured such that moving
the second flap portion from the first position to the second
position will cause a ridge to be formed in the second flap
portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover member is configured such that moving
the first flap portion from the first position to the second
position will cause the first flap portion to be changed from
a planar state to a corrugated state.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the main body portion, the first flap portion, and the
second flap portion are each made entirely from one or more
substantially non-stretchable materials.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover is configured to move from the first state
to the second state and from the second state to the first state
without substantially stretching any portion of the cover.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein, when the first and second flap portions are in the
second position, the cover is positionable over an opening of
the glass such that the first flap portion and the second flap
portion at least partially surround an outside surface of the
glass adjacent to a rim of the glass and the main body portion
of the cover completely covers the opening of the glass.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein when the first and second flaps are in the first
position, the cover is generally planar.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the main body portion has a first crease extending
entirely across the main body portion along a centerline of
the main body portion, the main body portion being foldable
and bendable about the first crease of the main body portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the first flap portion has a first crease along at least

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

a portion thereof, the first flap portion being foldable and
bendable about the first crease of the first flap portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the second flap portion has a first crease along at
least a portion thereof, the second flap portion being foldable
and bendable about the first crease of the second flap
portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the main body portion has a first bend line extend-
ing entirely across the main body portion along a centerline
of the main body portion, the main body portion being
foldable and bendable about the first bend line of the main
body portion, wherein the bend line can have at least one of
perforations.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the first flap portion has a first bend line along at
least a portion thereof, the first flap portion being foldable
and bendable about the first bend line of the first flap portion.

The cover of the previous Arrangement, wherein the
second flap portion has a first bend line along at least a
portion thereof, the second flap portion being foldable and
bendable about the first bend line of the second flap portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein:

the first flap portion has a first bend line along at least a

portion thereof and a second bend line along at least a
portion thereof;

the first bend line and the second bend line are separated

by an angle between approximately 80° and approxi-
mately 110°; and

the first flap portion is foldable and bendable simultane-

ously about the first and second bend lines.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the main body portion, the first flap portion, and the
second flap portion are formed monolithically.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein at least a portion of the first flap portion and a
portion of the second flap portion are coupled with a portion
of the second surface of the main body portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein at least a portion of the first flap portion and a
portion of the second flap portion are coupled with the
second surface of the main body portion using at least one
of adhesive, staples, stitiching, or other fasteners.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the first flap portion and the second flap portion
each covers approximately 45% of the main body portion
when the first flap portion portions and the second flap
portion portions are in the first state.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
comprising preformed folds or creases formed in at least one
of the main body, the first flap portion, and the second flap
portion to facilitate folding or bending of the cover along the
creases, the creases being formed as part of a manufacturing
process for the cover.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
having only two flaps consisting of the first flap portion and
the second flap portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein an outer periphery of the cover has an approxi-
mately square shape.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein an outer periphery of the cover has an approxi-
mately circular shape.

Arrangement 24: A cover for a drinking container, com-
prising:
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a middle portion having a first surface and a second
surface, the second surface opposing the first surface;
and
a first flap extending away from the second surface of the
middle portion; wherein:
the middle portion has an outer perimeter that is at least
as big as an outer perimeter of a rim of the drinking
container;

the first flap is rotatable relative to the second surface
of the middle portion from a first position in which
the first flap is generally parallel with and adjacent to
the second surface of the middle portion to a second
position in which the first flap extends at an angle
away from the second surface of the middle portion;
and

when the first flap is rotated to the second position, the
first flap is configured to surround at least a portion
of an outside surface of the drinking container adja-
cent to the opening so as to secure the cover to the
drinking container to cover the opening of the drink-
ing container.

The cover of Arrangement 24, wherein the cover member
further comprises a second flap extending away from the
second surface of the middle portion, wherein:

the second flap is rotatable relative to the second surface
of the middle portion from a first position in which the
second flap is generally parallel with and adjacent to the
second surface of the middle portion to a second position in
which the second flap extends at an angle away from the
second surface of the middle portion; and

when the second flap is rotated to the second position, the
second flap is configured to surround at least a portion of an
outside surface of the drinking container adjacent to the
opening so as to secure the cover to the drinking container
to cover the opening of the drinking container.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover member is configured such that moving
the first flap from the first position to the second position will
cause a ridge to be formed in the first flap.

The cover of the foregoing Arrangement, wherein the
cover member is configured such that moving the second
flap from the first position to the second position will cause
a ridge to be formed in the second flap.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover member is configured such that moving
the first flap from the first position to the second position will
cause the first flap to be changed from a planar state to a
corrugated state.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the middle portion, the first flap, and the second flap
are each made entirely from one or more substantially
non-stretchable materials.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover is configured to move from the first state
to the second state and from the second state to the first state
without substantially stretching any portion of the cover.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover is configured to at least substantially
cover the opening of the drinking container without sub-
stantially stretching any portion of the cover.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein, when the first and second flaps are in the second
position, the cover is positionable over an opening of the
glass such that the first flap and the second flap at least
partially surround an outside surface of the glass adjacent to
a rim of the glass and the middle portion of the cover
completely covers the opening of the glass.
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The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein when the first and second flaps are in the first
position, the cover is generally planar.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the middle portion has a first crease extending
entirely across the middle portion along a centerline of the
middle portion, the middle portion being foldable and bend-
able about the first crease of the middle portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the first flap has a first crease along at least a portion
thereof, the first flap being foldable and bendable about the
first crease of the first flap.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover has a second flap extending away from the
second surface of the middle portion, and the second flap has
a first crease along at least a portion thereof, the second flap
being foldable and bendable about the first crease of the
second flap.

The cover of the foregoing Arrangement, wherein the first
flap and the second flap each covers approximately 45% of
the middle portion when the first flap portions and the
second flap portions are in the first state.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the middle portion has a first bend line extending
entirely across the middle portion along a centerline of the
middle portion, the middle portion being foldable and bend-
able about the first bend line of the middle portion, wherein
the bend line can have at least one of perforations.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the first flap has a first bend line along at least a
portion thereof, the first flap being foldable and bendable
about the first bend line of the first flap.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the cover has a second flap extending away from the
second surface of the middle portion, and, wherein the
second flap has a first bend line along at least a portion
thereof, the second flap being foldable and bendable about
the first bend line of the second flap.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein:

the first flap has a first bend line along at least a portion

thereof and a second bend line along at least a portion
thereof;

the first bend line and the second bend line are separated

by an angle between approximately 80° and approxi-
mately 110°; and

the first flap is foldable and bendable simultaneously

about the first and second bend lines.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein the middle portion and the first flap are formed
monolithically.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein at least a portion of the first flap is coupled with a
portion of the second surface of the middle portion.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein at least a portion of the first flap is coupled with the
second surface of the middle portion using at least one of
adhesive, staples, stitiching, or other fasteners.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
comprising preformed folds or creases formed in at least one
of the main body, the first flap, and the second flap to
facilitate folding or bending of the cover along the creases,
the creases being formed as part of a manufacturing process
for the cover.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
having only two flaps consisting of the first flap and the
second flap.
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The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein an outer periphery of the cover has an approxi-
mately square shape.

The cover of any one of the foregoing Arrangements,
wherein an outer periphery of the cover has an approxi-
mately circular shape.

Arrangement 49: A method of protecting a glass from
outside contamination by covering an opening of the glass
with a cover member, comprising:

moving a first flap from a first position in which the first

flap is adjacent to a main body portion of the cover
member to a second position in which the first flap
extends away from the main body portion of the cover
member;

moving a second flap from a first position in which the

second flap is adjacent to a main body portion of the
cover member to a second position in which the second
flap extends away from the main body portion of the
cover member; and

positioning the cover member over the rim of the glass.

The method of protecting a glass from outside contami-
nation of Arrangement 49, wherein moving the first flap
from the first position to the second position and moving the
second flap from the first position to the second position
comprises squeezing the sides of the cover member to cause
the first and second flaps to bend away from the main body
portion of the cover member.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects and advantages of this
disclosure will now be described in connection with some
embodiments of the present disclosure, in reference to the
accompanying drawings. The illustrated embodiments, how-
ever, are merely examples and are not intended to limit the
present disclosure. The following are brief descriptions of
the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover of
the present disclosure, showing an arrangement of approxi-
mately concentrically positioned circles marked on at least
a top surface of the cup cover.

FIG. 2 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover,
showing an arrangement of curved perforations formed
through at least a portion of the thickness of the cover.

FIG. 3 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover,
showing an arrangement of text and approximately concen-
trically positioned circles marked on at least a top surface of
the cup cover and an arrangement of curved perforations
formed through at least a portion of the thickness of the
cover.

FIG. 4 is a side view of the embodiment of the cup cover
shown in FIG. 3 positioned over the top of a glass, showing
the cup cover being in a generally planar or pre-folded state.

FIG. 5 is a side view of the embodiment of the cup cover
shown in FIG. 3 positioned over the top of a glass, showing
a peripheral portion of the cup cover folded over the rim of
the glass.

FIG. 6 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover,
showing an arrangement of curved perforations formed
through at least a portion of the thickness of the cover.

FIG. 7 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover,
showing an arrangement of text and approximately concen-
trically positioned circles marked on at least a top surface of
the cup cover, as well as an arrangement of curved perfo-
rations formed through at least a portion of the thickness of
the cover.
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FIG. 8 is a side view of the embodiment of the cup cover
of FIG. 7, showing a peripheral portion of the cup cover
partially folded over the rim of the glass.

FIG. 9 is another side view of the embodiment of the cup
cover of FIG. 7, showing a peripheral portion of the cup
cover folded over the rim of the glass.

FIG. 10 is a side view of an embodiment of a cup cover
positioned under the bottom of a glass.

FIG. 11 is a top view of the embodiment of the cup cover
illustrated in FIG. 10 positioned under the bottom of the
glass.

FIG. 12 shows another embodiment of a cover member
that can be used to cover a drinking container from
unwanted contamination, showing the cover member in a
first or planar state.

FIG. 13 shows the embodiment of the cover member of
FIG. 12 in a second state or open configuration wherein the
cover member is in a nonplanar state and in which the cover
member can be positioned over the top of a glass.

FIG. 14 shows the embodiment of the cover member of
FIG. 12 positioned over the opening of the glass G so as to
cover the opening of the glass to prevent unwanted con-
tamination from entering the glass without removing or
lifting the cover from the glass.

FIG. 15 is a bottom view of the embodiment of the cover
member of FIG. 12, showing the bottom side of the cover
member.

FIG. 16 is a top view of the embodiment of the cover
member of FIG. 12, showing the top side of the cover
member.

FIG. 17 shows the embodiment of the cover member of
FIG. 12 being grasped and manipulated by a user’s hands.

FIG. 18 shows the embodiment of the cover member of
FIG. 12 in an open stat or configuration.

FIG. 19 is a bottom view of an embodiment of the cover
member of FIG. 12 in an unfolded, prefinished state.

FIG. 20 is a top view of an embodiment of the cover
member of FIG. 12 in an unfolded, prefinished state.

FIG. 21 shows another embodiment of a cover member
that can be used to cover a drinking container from
unwanted contamination, showing the cover member in a
first or planar state.

FIG. 22 shows the embodiment of the cover member of
FIG. 21 in a second state or open configuration wherein the
cover member is in a nonplanar state and in which the cover
member can be positioned over the top of a glass.

FIG. 23 shows the embodiment of the cover member of
FIG. 21 positioned over the opening of the glass G so as to
cover the opening of the glass to prevent unwanted con-
tamination from entering the glass without removing or
lifting the cover from the glass.

FIG. 24 is a bottom view of the embodiment of the cover
member of FIG. 21, showing the bottom side of the cover
member.

FIG. 25 is a top view of the embodiment of the cover
member of FIG. 21, showing the top side of the cover
member.

FIG. 26 shows the embodiment of the cover member of
FIG. 21 being grasped and manipulated by a user’s hands.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SOME
EXEMPLIFYING EMBODIMENTS

The following detailed description is now directed to
certain specific embodiments of the present disclosure. In
this description, reference is made to the drawings wherein
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like parts are designated with like numerals throughout the
description and the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover 20
of the present disclosure. As will be described in greater
detail, the cup cover 20 can be positioned over the opening
of a glass to protect the contents of the glass from unwanted
contamination. With reference to FIG. 1, the cup cover 20
can have an arrangement of approximately concentrically
positioned rings or circles 24 marked on at least a top surface
22 of the cup cover 20. As with any of the embodiments
disclosed herein, the concentrically positioned rings or
circles 24 can each be sized to approximately correspond to
the size or diameter of a variety of beverage glass diameters.
As used throughout this disclosure, where appropriate, the
term approximately is meant to refer to a range within
approximately plus or minus 10% of the described diameter
or size. For example but without limitation, for the approxi-
mately concentric circles 24, the center of the plurality of
circles can all be within a circle that is 10% or less of the
diameter or size of the cover 20.

Exemplifying beverage glasses that can be covered with
any embodiment of the protective cover disclosed herein can
include, without limitation, red or white wine glasses, cham-
pagne glasses, pint glasses, margarita glasses, tumblers,
martini glasses, beer, soda, or other beverage cans, and
bottles. Such sizes can be printed on any embodiments of the
covers disclosed herein. Further, the size or diameter of the
approximately concentrically positioned rings can corre-
spond to the size or diameter of any of the aforementioned
beverage glass or container diameters. The rings can be
configured to assist a user in aligning the cup cover over the
rim of the glass such that the center or middle portion of the
cover is approximately aligned with the center or middle
portion of the glass. In any embodiments disclosed herein,
the circles or rings can comprise markings, slits, and/or
indentations in the top surface of the cover and/or perfora-
tions through the cover.

FIG. 2 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover 40,
showing an arrangement of curved perforations 48 formed
through at least a portion of the thickness of the cover 40 into
the top surface 42 (also referred to as a first surface) of the
cover 40. In any of the cover embodiments disclosed herein,
any number of the perforations 48 can be curved, linear,
approximately linear, or otherwise (collectively referred to
herein as outward perforations or outward markings). The
outward perforations or markings can cause the cover 40 to
collapse about the glass to thereby conform to the glass
tightly, securely, and easily.

In any embodiments disclosed herein, the outward perfo-
rations (for example, perforations 48) can extend from a
middle portion of the cover (for example but without limi-
tation, from the region indicated by the innermost marking
or circular perforation 50a) to an outer peripheral edge of the
cover 40. The outward perforations 48 can extend at least
through the first surface 42 of the cover 40. In any embodi-
ments disclosed herein, the perforations can extend from the
first surface 42 of the cover 40 (or any cover described
herein) through the second, opposite surface of the cover.

Additionally, the cover 40 can have a plurality of perfo-
rated or marked rings 50 approximately concentrically
arranged on the cover 40. For example, a first ring 50a can
have a diameter that is approximately equivalent to a diam-
eter of a champagne glass. In this configuration, a user may
position a champagne glass against the bottom surface of the
cover 40 and align a rim of the champagne glass with ring
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50a so that a user positioning the cover 40 over a champagne
glass can cause the cover 40 to collapse about the glass
tightly, securely, and easily.

Similarly, the cover 40 can have a second ring 505 that
can be concentric to the first ring 50a, the second ring 505
having a diameter suitable for use with, for example and
without limitation, a pint glass, rocks glass, or a wine glass.
Further, the cover 40 can have a third ring 50c¢ that can be
concentric to the first ring 50a, the third ring 50c¢ having a
diameter suitable for use with, for example and without
limitation, a martini glass. Some embodiments of the cover
40 can have a fourth ring 50¢ that can be concentric to the
first ring 50a, the fourth ring 504 having a diameter suitable
for use with, for example and without limitation, a margarita
glass.

Any number of rings can be positioned on or formed in
the cover 40, or any cover embodiment disclosed herein, for
any sized glass. Additionally, the foregoing rings can com-
prise markings, perforations, creases, indentations, or other
similar features and can be formed in any embodiments
disclosed herein. The outward perforations or perforation
design 48 can allow for a foldable, fitted cover to be formed
around the rim of glass, in the varying sizes represented by
the circular perforated rings 50 on the embodiment of the
cup cover 40 illustrated therein. These specific perforations,
which may be described as the “clam-shell” design, can grip
around the rim of the glass, creating a more securely affixed
preventative cup cover 40. The circular perforations can
assist the user in initiating the folding of the cover over the
rim of the desired glass. The outward and circular perfora-
tions can also assist the user in tightly wrapping the periph-
eral portions of the cover around the side walls of the glass,
adjacent to the rim.

In any of the embodiments disclosed herein, the circular,
linear, or curved perforations (for example and without
limitation, the perforations 48, 50) can extend through the
entire thickness of the cover, i.e., from the first surface
through to the opposite second surface. In any of the cover
embodiments disclosed herein, the cover can have any
combination of markings, perforations, creases, indenta-
tions, or other similar features in place of some or all of the
outward perforations extending from a middle portion of the
cover to the outside surface of the cover (for example and
without limitation, in place of any of the perforations 48
shown in FIG. 2) or the approximately concentrically
arranged circular markings or perforations (for example and
without limitation, in place of the approximately circular
markings or perforations 50 shown in FIG. 2). The foregoing
markings or perforations can be configured to assist a user
in folding the cup cover 40 over the rim of the glass. In this
arrangement, or any arrangements disclosed herein, the
cover can be configured such that only light pressure and/or
simple hand movements will form or collapse the cover over
the rim of the glass.

FIG. 3 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover 60,
showing an arrangement of exemplifying text and approxi-
mately concentrically positioned circles 70 marked on at
least a top surface of the cup cover 60. The embodiment of
the cover 60 illustrated in FIG. 3 also can have an arrange-
ment of curved perforations 68 and circular perforations 70
formed through at least a portion of the thickness of the
cover 60. The circular perforations 70 can be positioned
coincident with circular markings on at least the top surface
of the cup cover 60.

As with the cover 60 described above, cover 60 can have
a first ring 70a¢ having a diameter that is approximately
equivalent to a diameter of a champagne glass. In this
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configuration, a user may position a champagne glass
against the bottom surface of the cover 60 and align a rim of
the champagne glass with ring 70a so that a user positioning
the cover 60 over a champagne glass can cause the cover 60
to collapse about the glass tightly, securely, and easily.

Similarly, the cover 60 can have a second ring 705
concentric to the first ring 70a, the second ring 705 having
a diameter suitable for use with, for example and without
limitation, a pint glass, rocks glass, or a wine glass. Further,
the cover 60 can have a third ring 70c that can be concentric
to the first ring 70a, the third ring 70¢ having a diameter
suitable for use with, for example and without limitation, a
martini glass. Some embodiments of the cover 60 can have
a fourth ring 70c that can be concentric to the first ring 70a,
the fourth ring 704 having a diameter suitable for use with,
for example and without limitation, a margarita glass.

FIG. 4 is a side view of the embodiment of the cup cover
60 shown in FIG. 3 positioned over the top of a glass G,
showing the cup cover 60 being in a generally planar or
pre-folded state. As shown in FIG. 4, cover 60 can be placed
over the top of the glass G so that the opening of the glass
G is covered by the cover 60. The cover 60 can be used in
this state, or can be folded as illustrated in FIG. 5 such that
the peripheral portions of the cover 60 are folded over the
rim of the glass and into contact with the side walls of the
glass.

FIG. 5 is a side view of the embodiment of the cup cover
60 shown in FIG. 3 positioned over the top of a glass,
showing a peripheral portion of the cup cover 60 folded over
the rim of the glass. In any embodiments disclosed herein,
without limitation as described below, the cover can be made
from a material that causes at least some of the peripheral
portions of the cover to cling, adhere, or otherwise stay in
approximate contact with the side walls of the glass. In any
embodiments disclosed herein, the cover 60 can be tightly or
firmly folded over the rim of the glass, as shown in FIG. 5.
Alternatively, in any embodiments disclosed herein, the
cover 60 can be configured such that the cover does not
adhere to the side wall of the glass, at least some of the
peripheral portions of the cover being able to spring or
otherwise move away from the side walls of the glass while
still maintaining an acceptable seal over the opening of the
glass to prevent unwanted contamination from entering the
glass.

In any of the embodiments disclosed herein, the perfora-
tions can bias the cover to fold along the perforations so that
the cover is biased to collapse in a particular shape around
the glass according to the shape and position of the perfo-
rations. For example, the embodiment of the cover illus-
trated in FIG. 5 can be perforated to form a clamshell shaped
cover to seal around the opening of the glass.

FIG. 6 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover 80,
showing an arrangement of curved perforations formed
through at least a portion of the thickness of the cover. The
cover illustrated in FIG. 6 can have any of the same or
similar features of any other cover embodiment disclosed
herein, including without limitation, having approximately
concentric circular perforated rings 90a, 905, 90c, and 904
formed through the top surface 82 of the cover 80, similar
to the approximately concentric circular rings of the embodi-
ment described and illustrated in FIG. 3.

Additionally, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the cover 80 can
have a plurality of curved perforations 88, 89 in a generally
radial arrangement. For example, in any embodiments dis-
closed herein, the cover 80 can have a first set of curved
perforations 88 projecting radially from a center portion of
the cover 80 as well as similar curved perforations 88
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projecting symmetrically in an opposite direction. In some
embodiments, a first set of curved perforations 88 can
project in a first direction away from a center portion of the
cover 80 and a second set of curved perforations 88 can
project in a second direction away from a center portion of
the cover 80 that is approximately 180 degrees from the first
direction, or approximately 120 degrees from the first direc-
tion, or approximately 90 degrees (as with curved perfora-
tions 89) away from the first direction. In some embodi-
ments, the first direction and the second direction can be
between 90 and 180 degrees, inclusive, apart.

FIG. 7 is a top view of an embodiment of a cup cover 100,
having an arrangement of text and approximately concen-
trically positioned circles marked on at least a top surface
102 of the cup cover 100. The cover illustrated in FIG. 7 can
have any of the same or similar features of any other cover
embodiment disclosed herein, including without limitation,
having the circular markings 100a, 1005, 100¢, or 100d or
text markings of the embodiment described above with
respect to FIG. 3 and having one or more sets of curved
perforations 108, 109 projecting from a center portion of the
cover 100.

The cover illustrated in FIG. 7 also can have an arrange-
ment of curved perforations formed through at least a
portion of the thickness of the cover and/or circular perfo-
rations corresponding to the circular markings on the cover.
The perforations or perforation design can allow for a
foldable, fitted cover to be formed around the rim of glass,
in the varying sizes represented by the circular perforated
rings on the embodiment of the cup cover 100 illustrated
therein. These specific perforations, which may be described
as the “pin-wheel” design, can grip around the rim of the
glass, creating a more securely affixed preventative cup
cover 100.

The curved perforations can be formed in a wavy arrange-
ment. In some embodiments, the curved perforations can
have a spinning wheel or pinwheel type shape. Similar to the
perforations of other embodiments described herein, as
mentioned, the curved perforations can assist the user in
wrapping the cover around the opening of the glass.

FIG. 8 is a side view of the embodiment of the cup cover
100 of FIG. 7, showing a peripheral portion of the cup cover
100 partially folded over the rim of the glass G. In this
configuration, a user to can wrap the cover around the glass
by positioning the cover over the glass, approximately
aligning the rim of the glass with the appropriate sized
circular marking. The user can then bend or fold the periph-
eral portions of the cover over the rim of the glass, as
indicated by the arrows shown in FIG. 8. The user can
simultaneously apply a twisting motion to more uniformly
collapse the cover around the glass, potentially creating a
tighter seal around the glass, as illustrated in FIG. 9, which
is another side view of the embodiment of the cup cover 100
of FIG. 7, showing a peripheral portion of the cup cover 100
folded over the rim of the glass.

FIG. 10 is a side view of an embodiment of a cup cover
100 positioned under the bottom of a glass G, and FIG. 11
is a top view of the embodiment of the cup cover 100
illustrated in FIG. 10 positioned under the bottom of the
glass. With reference to FIGS. 10 and 11, the cup cover 100
can be used as a coaster for the glass prior to, or even after,
being used as a cup cover 100.

In any of the embodiments disclosed herein, the cup cover
can have a circular, square, or any other suitable shape. The
cup cover can have a diameter or size that is approximately
5.875 inches, or between 5 and 6 inches, or between 4 and
7 inches. The diameter of the cover can be larger for larger
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glasses, or smaller for smaller glasses. The thickness of the
material can vary according to a variety of factors, such as
without limitation, the desired material, desired transpar-
ency or opaqueness, and the desired application of the cover.
Any embodiments of the cover can have a thickness that is
approximately equal to a sheet of paper, a sheet of cardstock,
or similar to any suitable paper based disposable coasters.

Any of the cover embodiments disclosed herein can be
made from any suitable material. Examples of materials that
can be used to make the cover include standard paper, cotton
paper, various kinds of napkin paper or tissue paper, paper
mesh, tissue coaster paper, various kinds of coaster paper,
carbonless paper or material, natural weaves, synthetic
paper, synthetic materials such as plastic, which can be
formed into thin plastic films, natural and synthetic blends,
and any combination of the foregoing. The material can be
hydrophobic, hydrophilic, or otherwise. In any embodiments
disclosed herein, the cover can be made from a tissue/coaster
paper blended with synthetic paper or a synthetic material
for water/moisture proofing the cup cover. In any embodi-
ments disclosed herein, at least one surface of the cover can
be coated with a synthetic material, such as, without limi-
tation, a waterproof or water resistant coating to prevent the
cover from absorbing liquid or moisture. The selection of the
material and/or coatings will depend on particular con-
straints, such as functionality and cost effectiveness.

Additionally, in any embodiments disclosed herein, the
cover can have a pull string around a periphery thereof. The
cover can be configured such that pulling or withdrawing the
pull string after the cover has been placed over the rim of the
glass can constrict the periphery of the cover to collapse
around the side walls of the glass.

In any of the embodiments disclosed herein, the material
of the cover can be transparent or semi-transparent so that a
user can see the contents of the glass, and also potentially
visually detect the presence of any unwanted contaminants.
A thin film, clear plastic material or a reasonably transparent
or translucent paper or synthetic material, or any other
suitable material or combination of materials can be used for
the cover.

Any embodiments of the cup cover disclosed herein can
have an adhesive coated on at least a portion of the cover.
For example, in any embodiments disclosed herein, the
cover can have adhesive coated on the second, or underside,
surface of the cover. The adhesive can be formed around at
least a portion of the periphery of the cover. The adhesive
can be liquid activated such that the cling or grip of the
adhesive to the target glass increases as the adhesive comes
in contact with moisture or liquid. In some embodiments,
release layer or other protective layer can be positioned over
the adhesive such that the adhesive is exposed by removal of
the protective layer.

Additionally, the cup cover can have coatings, chemicals,
inks, or other additives configured to change the appearance
of the cover when the cover or the contents of the glass are
exposed to one or more particular contaminants. For
example, in some embodiments, the cover can be configured
to change color when the cover and/or the contents of the
glass are exposed to a substance such as Chlorol Hydrate,
Rohypnol, GHB, or Ecstasy.

Any of the curves, circles, text, or other markings
described herein can be marked on at least one of the
surfaces of the cover by any conventionally known or later
developed techniques, such as printing (including ink print-
ing, silk-screen printing, or laser printing), burning, stamp-
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ing, or otherwise. In some embodiments, the same or similar
markings can be made on the second, opposite side of the
cover.

As discussed and illustrated, any of the embodiments of
the covers can be marked with approximately concentric
circles corresponding to one or more glasses, such as red or
white wine glasses, champagne glasses, pint glasses, mar-
garita glasses, tumblers, martini glasses, beer, soda, or other
beverage cans, and bottles. Each of the plurality of circles
can be marked with the beverage or beverages correspond-
ing with the circle so that a user can quickly determine
which circle to align the rim of the glass with.

The cover can additionally or alternatively be marked
with any other text, artwork, illustrations, or other markings
as desired. The cover can be used to advertise different
brands of alcohol or drink types. The cover can also display
the cover manufacturer’s name, the bar, restaurant, or hotel
owner’s name, icon, or trademark, slogans, sponsors, sport-
ing teams, or any other name, brand, illustration, or other-
wise that is desired.

The perforations of any cover embodiment disclosed
herein can be formed through all or a portion of the thickness
of the cup cover. The selection of the depth of the perfora-
tions can depend on the material selected, the number of
layers that the cover can comprise, if more than one, or other
factors.

In any embodiments disclosed herein, the cover can
comprise a perforated layer laminated to a second layer that
is not perforated. The first and second layers can be formed
from the same or from a different material. In any embodi-
ments disclosed herein, the cover can be formed from more
than two layers of material, having three or more same or
different layers and/or materials therein. One or more of the
layers can be waterproof or water resistant, and can be
perforated or non-perforated. Further, in some embodi-
ments, the circular perforations can be in one layer, while
other perforations are in another layer.

FIG. 12 shows another embodiment of a cover member
200 (also referred to herein as a cover) that can be used to
co